
GRAFFITI INTERPRETATION   http://www.gangwar.comldynamics.htm 
 
Urban street gang graffiti is the most common way for gangs to communicate their message. Organized graffiti 
is one of the first signs that street gangs are taking hold in your neighborhood and is also an excellent way to 
track gang growth, affiliation, and sometimes even provides membership information. 
 
Graffiti serves several purposes, all of which is understood by other “gangbangers,” even members of rival sets. 
Graffiti has been called the newspaper or bulletin boards for gangs and communicates many messages, 
including challenges, warnings, and pronouncements of deeds accomplished or about to occur. Local authorities 
should establish procedures to deal with this public eyesore. This is an area where the community can band 
together to show gangs they will not be tolerated. Graffiti should be removed or painted over after it is 
documented and investigated by the police. Some graffiti is nothing more than “tagging.” An example of this is 
“Johnny loves Mary”. Police departments and school officials should be sure someone within their respective 
departments develops an expertise in reading and understanding graffiti. 
 
Officials should understand that graffiti also develops local flavor which must be identified. Some examples of 
street gang graffiti found in central Arkansas are as follows: 
 
This indicates the name of the gang claiming this territory, usually a neighborhood name.  “Folks” is a reference 
to the Folk or Hoover Nation gang which is based in Chicago but is popping up all over the South. Sometimes 
these gang members also are known as Shorty Folks, Shorties, and Black Gangster Disciples/BGD’s. 
 

 
 
These are the individual gang members’ street names. Names are usually given based on a particular trait of the 
member. 

 
This is the six-pointed star which is the symbol of the Folks. In this example, they have both proudly 
proclaimed their affiliation and dissed (issued disrespect) to the rival Vice Lords by turning the cane handle 



upside down (Vice Lords use the upright cane in their graffiti). The Folk Nation pitchfork is upright showing 
respect. The letters at the six points of the star are symbols of the concepts of the Folk Nation: Life, Loyalty, 
Love, Wisdom, Knowledge, and Understanding.  This is considered gang “knowledge” and is only a small part 
of what gang members must learn. In fact, many gang sets have extensive books, usually handwritten, of rules 
and regulations and gang history. These rules must be memorized. Often, gangs have set meeting dates and read 
from their “Book”, and discuss gang business. In a strange sort of way, these meetings resemble fraternity or 
civic meetings. Many gang members have told of being “violated” for not knowing certain portions of their 
knowledge when called upon by a gang leader to recite it. 
 

 
 
This is a warning to Blood gang members, rivals of the Folks as well as the Crips. SLOBS is the “put down” 
word used by Crips and Folks (who appear to be loosely aligning) to describe Blood gang members. Notice that 
the B is crossed out. This is another “put down” and warning for Bloods to stay away. Serious gang members 
will always write in a fashion to dis rival gangs. Teachers should be trained to note these peculiar writings and 
the student responsible should be counseled by a person knowledgeable in gang affairs. 187 is part of the 
California Penal Code number for Homicide and 211 is same for armed robbery. In many gangs, if members use 
the word Blood or Crip instead of the dis words, Slob and Crab, a violation can be given. 
 

 
 



East Coast represents LA gang orientation. “Cuzz” is a term of endearment used by Crips to address each other. 
Substituting dollar signs for the S’s indicates that this gang is selling narcotics.  BK stands for Blood Killer. 
Sometimes you will see CK which of course is Crip Killer.   
Street names, signature of artists. 
 

 
 
Typical Vice Lord Graffiti--The pyramid and eye of “Allah”. The IVL stands for Insane Vice Lords, a Chicago 
group. CVL or Conservative Vice Lord graffiti is also sometimes seen. The drawing is said to represent the 
ancient pyramids and their black builders. Note the number of bricks in the pyramid--21. This has significant 
meaning to a true People Nation member. Note the similarities to some Muslim symbols. Very few if any local 
gang members have any connection at all to the Muslim faith. 

 
Vice Lord marker and hand sign, sometimes drawn, sometimes used as a hand signal. The five-pointed star is 
used by the Vice Lords and Bloods in the Little Rock area. 
 



 
Put down to rival BGD six-pointed star saying the five points of the Vice Lord star is 5 popping (shooting at) 
the BGD six-pointed star. It should be noted that in some instances, numbers will appear rather than letters in 
the drawings or graffiti of “bangers”. Usually, this is a fairly easy code to break because gangs simply use the 
number which corresponds to the place the letter falls in the alphabet as in: 
 

 
 
2.7.4 = B.G.D. = Black Gangster Disciple 12.12.12 = L.L.L. = Love, Life, Loyalty 
 

 
Other gangs use other codes and alphabets which must be broken locally. 
 
It should be understood that gangs may adopt other types of graffiti or make up their own. That once again 
illustrates the importance of developing local intelligence about groups by exercising cooperation among law 
enforcement officials, school authorities, and the general public. Gangs are certainly a community problem, and 
the community must galvanize to properly respond by dealing with those already involved and offering 
alternatives to those who accept. 
 
While these illustrate gang activity in the Little Rock area, many of the same or similar markings will be found 
throughout the state and region. Roll call, “RIP”, graffiti for a Little Rock Blood gang member killed in a 
shooting was recently found in a small community three hours away. 
 
While many gang members wear certain types of clothing, one must be very careful in assuming that a young 
person is a “banger” simply because they are wearing a Colorado Rockies or Los Angeles Raiders cap or jacket. 
Many other criterions is required. Some gang members have said that they joined up because it was trendy and 



cool while others are intimidated into joining for protection. Other kids who exhibit gang style are, in fact, only 
“being cool” by dressing the part. 
 
Gang members are not all black. Indeed, one of the largest street gangs in the Little Rock area has only a few 
black members. Several members of this gang were recently arrested for attempted murder after fire-bombing a 
home in an attempt at retaliation. We have also identified several all female gangs who have their own 
reputations that are as ferocious as any of the male gangs. Male gang members privately have even expressed 
fear of several of the ladies of the female gangs. 
 
There are also many white teens who are joining hate groups and various other groups who promote racial 
disharmony. These groups appear to be growing in number and may have organized recruitment efforts planned 
for your area. Recently while speaking to a parent/teacher group, I was told by a mother of her son’s activity 
burning crosses and wearing white robes and hoods. When asked why she allowed this activity, she said she 
was afraid of her son and would not intervene. Any activity by or information about these groups should be 
passed along to your local police authorities. 
 
BLOOD AND CRIPS ALPHABETS   http://gangsorus.com/bIooda1phabet.htm 
 
Many gangs use creative “alphabets” to correspond with other members. The Blood and Crip alphabets below 
may be used as a “basic” alphabet for each. As with many other aspects of the gang culture, many gangs will re-
create or disguise the alphabet to some degree for their own use. 
 
 



 


